Information and
Frequently Asked Questions
This booklet includes a range of information about the redevelopment of the Old Taxi Site at
387 Oxford Street Mount Hawthorn and answers to questions you may have about the planning,
engagement and development process for the proposed revitalisation of the site.

The site at 387 Oxford Street,
Mount Hawthorn is being
REIMAGINED by a team of
local Perth professionals.
The site which is 2900 sqm in
size was formerly a taxi centre
for nearly thirty years. However,
the site has laid vacant and
derelict for some time.

387 Oxford Street has
been identified by the City
of Vincent as a strategic
development site within its
Planning Framework – and
the project team recognise
its potential as a destination
for the local community.

The project team developing
plans for the future
revitalisation of the site, believe
387 Oxford Street offers a
unique opportunity to create
a remarkable destination that
complements the existing
high street and enhances
the area for everyone in the
local community. Significant
investment will be required to generate a new place for the people
and families of Mount Hawthorn – but it will be worth it!
We encourage you to read the materials available, get involved in
the engagement activities, and help to inform the planning of a
great future hub for the local community.
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An Evolving Area

387 OXFORD STREET HISTORY

Mount Hawthorn and Oxford Street like many areas in Perth
have evolved as our city and community have grown and progressed.

In the 1920s the area surrounding
the site at 387 Oxford Street was
mostly residential. The subject site
was made up of three separate lots
(including one vacant lot, number
385 & number 387 Oxford Street).
These established residential lots
had a windmill, an outdoor toilet
and a coop for chickens.

In 1924 a Chevrolet car was registered at this
address to a James Balmain Blyth, displaying
the wealth In the area . At the time, having a
petrol-powered motor vehicle was a luxury not
shared by the majority of Western Australians.
After the onset of the Great Depression in
1929, around the time Mr Blyth registered his
vehicle, the Australian Bureau of Statistics
estimates there was only one car per 45
persons in WA.

The post-war boom of the 1950s and 1960s,
gave rise to a commercial and industrial boom
throughout Perth and sometime between 1965 and 1974, the three residential blocks were
merged to one larger commercial site. Official records have not definitively identified the
use of the site between the 1970s and 1980s, however it has been speculated that it was
home to a motor works business (a theory supported by consecutive aerial images showing
rows of parked cars).
In keeping with this vehicular theme, the site was bought by Midway Taxi Management in
1985 and operated as a taxi depot for nearly three decades. Operations ceased in the early
2010s and the site fell into disrepair.

MOUNT HAWTHORN’S EVOLUTION
A road built between North
Perth and Herdsman Lake was
the catalyst for residential
development in the area, now
known as Mount Hawthorn. In
1875, a land grant was awarded to
local dentist Lois Beurteaux, and
soon the whole district was divided
into 50-acre parcels. In 1887, the
first subdivision was established
in the area between Anzac and
Scarborough Beach Roads.

In the early 1900’s two tram services ran up
Oxford Street to Scarborough Beach Road,
which provided easy transport links to Perth
and encouraged further residential and
commercial development.
The boundaries of Mount Hawthorn were
recognised by the State Electoral Commission
in 1929. The Mount Hawthorn Hotel (now
the Paddington Ale House) was erected in
1932. The 1950s and 1960s represented a
period of urban infill driven largely by postwar immigration and government-sponsored
construction. Around this time many homes
along Scarborough Beach Road and other major
arterial roads (including Oxford Street) were
converted to commercial premises.

In 1976 the newly constructed Mitchell Freeway cut off access from Mount Hawthorn to
Lake Monger, but despite this, its proximity to the city and the character homes in the area
saw it remain popular. In the 1980’s the Mount Hawthorn Plaza was constructed and many
of the suburbs original and iconic buildings were renovated or restored.

SITE EVOLUTION FROM 1953 TO 2020

1953

The Oxford Street site
is comprised of three
residential blocks, two
of which have houses
on them.

1974

1985

2020

The three residential
blocks on the site have
been amalgamated
into one commercial
block. The purpose of
this block throughout
the 70s is unknown,
although it was likely a
motor vehicle-related
business as many cars
are visible.

In this year, Midway
Taxi Management
bought the premises
and it began operating
as a taxi rank (again, as
evidenced by the many
cars on the lot).

The former taxi rank
now stands abandoned
and is in frequent use
as a skateboarding
hangout. There is a
community desire to
see the site developed.
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Vision and Objectives
PROJECT VISION
To transform the site into a vibrant and high-quality community hub that responds to the
diverse needs and aspirations of the families and community of Mount Hawthorn, allowing
them to live, shop and connect in a convenient and high-quality destination.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES
We have developed the following project objectives to inform the planning
of the site, and underpin its future potential as a revitalised site.
The Old Taxi Site REIMAGINED at 387 Oxford St will create a place that:

Regenerates a dilapidated
and unused site into a
vibrant, high quality
mixed-use hub

Caters for people
at all stages in life

Provides offerings for
families, singles, couples
and more

Delivers what people
need for the future, while
recognising character and
spirit of the area

Responds to and integrates
with, the local street,
neighbourhood and
community

Invests significantly in the
local economy, supports local
business and provides training
and employment opportunities
for our community

Is attractive, enticing
and well-designed

Delivers great
shopping options

Provides spaces to relax
and engage with others

Offers more diverse
living options for people
of all ages

Is safely accessible by
car, bike and foot

Is sustainable through
the use of contemporary,
environmentally
sensitive design

PAGE 7

Have Your Say
Being a development tailored to the local
community, we would love to hear from you
about your ideas, aspirations, and feedback on
how the Old Taxi Site can be REIMAGINED.
Our team will offer opportunities for the community to
help inform the design and planning through a range of
community engagement opportunities, before we lodge
our Development Application.

ENGAGEMENT OPTIONS
You can get involved via:

•

Meetings with local neighbours and stakeholders;

•

Focus Groups with local businesses

•

An online survey

•

Design Workshops

•

Community Open Day

•

Project website and information materials

The project team wants to hear your suggestions for:

•

Key future uses of the site;

•

Site layout and building designs;

•

How the site’s history can be recognised in the
potential future redevelopment;

Frequently Asked
Questions and Answers
THE SITE & PROJECT TEAM
Where is the site?
The site is located at 387 Oxford Street, Mount Hawthorn,
approximately 3km northwest of the Perth CBD. The site is located
between the intersections of Oxford Street and ANZAC Road and
Oxford Street and Scarborough Beach Road (Axford Park).

387 Oxford Street

To register to receive information about the project and/
or to express interest in community engagement activities
go to 387reimagined.com.au.
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Who is the project team?
This project will be delivered by a team of
local professionals committed to a highquality development, that responds to
the aspirations of the Mount Hawthorn
community now and into the future.
The project team is comprised of:

•

Palazzo Homes (owner and builder)

•

DMG Architecture (architects)

•

Planning Solutions (town planners)

•

Creating Communities (community
engagement)

The project team realises that the site
presents a remarkable opportunity to
deliver a unique place at the Mount
Hawthorn end of Oxford Street and create a
lively and inviting hub for local residents.
They are committed to working
collaboratively with the City of Vincent,
the State Government, local stakeholders,
businesses and residents as planning is
progressed.
The team is in the early stage of planning,
and we are seeking community views to
help shape future designs, offerings and
development of the site.

THE PLANNING PROCESS
What uses are being considered
for the site?
The site will be a mixed-use precinct, which
will include residential accommodation,
community amenity and shops/services.
The development will also seek to provide
a key anchor tenant of benefit to the
community.
Planning for these elements including
the preferred shops and services will be
informed by engagement with stakeholders
and the community.

What is the planning process
for the site, and will a change
be needed to the Town
Planning Scheme?

These stages include:
Engagement with local residents, stakeholders
and community to inform the proposal
Development of planning drawings
and proposed design
Lodging the Development Application
with City of Vincent
Finalisation of detailed designs and lodgement
of application for a building permit
Demolition of the existing buildings
(subject to relevant approvals)
Site works and construction
(subject to relevant approvals)

The current zoning allows for the creation
of a mixed used development on the site.
There is no need for a change to the Town
Planning Scheme to undertake development.

Fit out of internal spaces

There are many stages that need to be
followed before any development can occur.

Opening
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Why is a mixed-use development
proposed for the site?
The project team believe that this
important cosmopolitan street can
benefit from further activation at the
Northern end.
By enabling more people to live within
the heart of the high street it will
provide additional residents and foot
traffic to engage with local businesses,
where they can access shops and
services at their doorstep

What are some of the proposed
features of the redevelopment
of the site?

What sort of accommodation is
being considered?

The project will provide:

•

High-quality built form designs that
respond to the local context, while
considering the future needs of the
community

•

Residential accommodation that
provides additional residents to support
local businesses

•

Commercial (e.g. retail; hospitality)
offerings including a larger anchor tenant

•

Activation of the streetscape to bring
more life to the area

•

The opportunity for art/sculpture to
engage and connect with the history of
the site and reflect the aspirations of the
community

•

High quality landscaping

•

Provision of community gathering spaces

The project team is looking at high quality
apartment style accommodation of varying
sizes to cater for people from all walks of
life. By enabling more people to live in
the heart of the high street it will provide
additional residents to engage with local
businesses, where they can access shops
and services at their doorstep.
By providing more diverse housing options
in Mt Hawthorn there is the opportunity for
households to “right size” in the area. In this
case, smaller and younger households have
more options to reside in Mount Hawthorn,
while older “empty nester” households also
have more choice to remain in the suburb if
they wish to downsize from a family home.
Providing additional apartment
accommodation reduces the need to cater to
population growth via suburban subdivision
and the resultant removal of backyards and
tree canopy in the local area. It also allows
rejuvenation of the suburb by catering to
households at different life stages.
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Is it proposed to demolish the
current buildings?

public transport, a pleasant pedestrian
environment and options for cyclists.
Additionally, recharging stations for
electric vehicles will be provided.

Subject to planning approvals, the current
buildings are planned to be demolished
as they are not in a condition that can be
repurposed for future use.

Building treatments and orientation will
seek to optimise solar access and reduce
heat impacts to shared and communal
areas. Additional initiatives will include
water capture and the provision of low
energy devices.

During construction a management plan
will be implemented to minimise disruption
to businesses and surrounding residents.
Where possible materials will be reused
or recycled.

Will there be a focus on sustainability?
It is the intent of the design team to
establish a highly sustainable development
that reduces environmental impacts, limits
carbon production and lessens costs to
residents and businesses.
The design and layout of the site will focus
on providing easy access for sustainable
transport options including access to

How will the designs reflect
the history of the site?
Through the design process, consideration
will be given to opportunities for public art
and interpretive designs in the development.
This will be informed by the engagement
with businesses, residents and stakeholders.
These aspects will ensure the culture and
history of Mount Hawthorn is celebrated,
whilst also adding additional interest and
amenity to the development.

How would the planning process
consider traffic and car parking?
The management of vehicular access
and car parking on site is a high priority
in the planning process. With any
potential future redevelopment of
the site it is proposed that residential
parking would be provided onsite and
not on the local streets.
A comprehensive transport assessment
will be undertaken by a traffic engineer
on behalf of the Project Team, in
consultation with City of Vincent and
Main Roads, as part of the development
Application process.
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FIND OUT MORE AND GET INVOLVED
As a member of the local community, we want to know what you
think and how the Old Taxi Site can be REIMAGINED.
To register your interest and get involved in community
engagement activities please visit the project website:

387reimagined.com.au

To complete the online survey please go to:

surveymonkey.com/r/reimagine387
The survey will be open until 15 August 2021.
To find out more about the project or the community
engagement process, please visit the website.
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